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New SLOUMC Logo! 
We are thrilled that an anonymous donor has funded a redesign 
of the logo used for the SLOUMC grand re-opening celebration 
in 2008.  The redesign will allow the logo to serve many func-
tions for SLOUMC’s written communications.  It is shown here 
for use in the Beacon Art Show 3.  (See page 4 for more.) 

                                Soundwave!  
                                 Is Coming! 
                                                              
                                                             Friday, March 12th 
                                                                    7:00 P.M. 
                                                            SLOUMC Sanctuary 
 
Don’t miss this opportunity to see and hear SOUNDWAVE!, an ener-
getic high school handbell choir from Gem State Academy, in Cald-
well, Idaho. Gem State has had a long tradition of musical excellence 
and the handbell program is nearing its 30th year. For the past nine 
years, under the direction of Ben Purvis, SOUNDWAVE! has risen to 
new heights and now plays the most advanced music with clarity, 
feeling and completely by memory. 
 
SOUNDWAVE! plays a variety of music.  You will hear arrangements 
of the great hymns of the church, pop tunes, classical transcriptions 
as well as original handbell music.  The group has played everything 
from “The William Tell Overture” to “The Pink Panther” and from 
Bach’s beautiful “Siciliana” to Gliere’s “Russian Sailors Dance”. 
 
There is no admission charge to hear this exceptional concert. How-
ever, a free-will offering will be taken and there will be an opportu-
nity to purchase SOUNDWAVE! CDs. 
 

   The Messenger 

The Bel Canto Ringers are sponsoring Soundwave! I need your help! We need to 
house the ringers (3 boys and 10 girls) and their chaperones (3 men and 1 
woman) overnight on Friday night. (They will be leaving early Saturday morning 
for their next appearance in Ventura.) Overnight hosts should plan to provide 
breakfast for your guests and transportation to and from church. So far I have 
commitments to house 8 persons. I need housing for 10 more! If you can help, 
please call the church office at 543-7580 as soon as possible. Thank you for 
prayerfully considering opening your homes and extending your hospitality to 
these exceptional young people.        Ginny Rodgers—Director, Bel Canto Ringers 
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“The world is my parish.”  This is one of the most famous and true-to-his-life sayings of 
Methodism’s founder, John Wesley.  Living in England in a time (18th century) when cities 
were divided into parishes and clergy of the state Church of England were assigned to eve-
ryone within the parish bounds, it was assumed only those residing within a particular par-
ish were to be attended to by that particular parish church and that particular parish par-
son.  However, John Wesley saw his call as one of drawing a much wider, and, hence, revo-
lutionary boundary for his ministry.  He said, “I look upon all the world as my parish; thus 
far I mean that, in whatever part of it I am, I judge it meet, right and my bounded duty to 
declare unto all that are willing to hear, the glad tidings of salvation.” 
It’s not such a remarkable statement for Christians today, perhaps, at least in America, be-
cause our churches have no geographic boundary.  But, as the Rev. Rick Carter suggests, 
“many churches do have a spiritual boundary.”  It is easy for churches today to contain 
their ministering and tending and teaching and focus to within the bounds of the congre-
gation itself and its’ particular needs.  Additionally, the congregation will provide financial 
and prayer support goes to the missionaries across the globe for whom it has chosen to be 
patron.  While of course these are important ways we serve God and extend God’s love as 
Christ did, they is not enough – we can do more not only because we have it in us to do 
more, and the world around us needs us to do more, but it’s part of our DNA as Method-
ists.   
Perhaps for many of you this comes as an obvious statement – of course our church is 
tasked to go beyond our walls!  However, one of the things that continues to surprise (and 
dismay) me as I move throughout the greater community of San Luis Obispo is that   when 
I share that I am the pastor of the United Methodist Church here, most people shake their 
heads.  They’ve never heard of us.  That is, until I add, “We’re the church that burned.”  
That people know.  That they remember.  But that’s pretty much it. 
Our congregation has been involved in a very exciting process of forming small interview 
teams (2-3 people) and going out to talk with leaders of several of our community’s organi-
zations and agencies.  Thirty people from our congregation participated in this interview 
process, talking to the mayor’s office, some of the head staff at Cal Poly and Cuesta, 
French and Sierra Vista Hospitals, the Chamber of Commerce, the high school, Prado Day 
Center, CASA, Community Action Partnership, YMCA, and our own United Methodist Chil-
dren’s Center.  There were several other interviews as well.  We moved out in all directions 
into our community – the United Methodist Church of San Luis Obispo was on the move, 
getting to know the world right around us better and coming to love it better and ask how 
we can best make it our greater “congregation” as it were? 
We were very warmly received by every individual and agency we interviewed.  Folks were – 
and are – thrilled that our church is taking an interest in their needs, needs material, emo-
tional and spiritual.  They are thrilled at the possibilities of what we might be able to do 
with our congregation’s people as well as with our church’s beautiful and plentiful new 
space.  Lots of good ideas, relationships and spirit emerged. 
Last Tuesday night the congregation was invited to come and hear the results of these in-
terviews and start focusing on what particular areas of our “greater community parish” we 
want to especially reach out and build up with God’s love first.  Again, about 30 folks were 
on hand, from all areas of our congregational life, and our new lay leader, Jason Takagi, 
shared the report compiling all the findings he had excellently and adeptly created.  From 
that, attendees were invited to start suggesting what particular ministries and areas of 
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community need really stuck out as possibilities for our attention.   
Not surprisingly, all sorts of tremendous possibilities were considered!  We then whittled 
our focus to five particular areas of investigation and need. 

Tutoring and Mentoring needful students of our community.  All sorts of organizations 
remarked there is acute need for helping kids (and adults) in school with their learn-
ing and life skills.   

Providing space for said tutoring and mentoring as well as other educational and recrea-
tional opportunities for those in need.  That we most certainly have!   

Providing personal assistance to foster families, the elderly, the infirm of our commu-
nity.  There are so many ways people in need could use help with the “little things” 
of their lives – help around the house and yard, running errands, providing friend-
ship, etc.   

Working with Cal Poly and Cuesta in connecting their students with the needs of the 
greater needs of the community as well as bolstering support of our own Wesley Fel-
lowship to better enable them to do the same.   

Creating a “babysitting ministry” – offering this service for free or very reduced cost so 
couples not only in our church, but preschool and even greater community can 
spend quality “relationship time” together, go on job interviews, soak in some usu-
ally much-needed “alone soul time.” 

We then broke into five work areas, tasked with coming up with specific plans for how we 
will outreach.  Those “blueprints” are to be completed by the end of April.  If you would 
like to be a part of one of these planning teams, please contact me or Jason Takagi, and we 
will set you up.  Of course, there will be ample opportunity to get involved in the actual 
ministry projects once they’re up and running.  All sorts of information will continue to 
come to you about this, so stay tuned!  And please keep these initiatives in your prayers.   
Of course there are so many other areas of need in our community, and if you feel called to 
grow our congregation’s ministry in those directions, we (and God!) can make that happen, 
too.  The five initiatives listed above are the ones we felt called to most certainly attend to 
in the present year.   
We all will undoubtedly grow in every way as we more intentionally extend ourselves, as 
Jesus did, as John Wesley did, into the world around us.  The Spirit is at work at SLOUMC, 
thanks be to God! 
 
 
  
  
 

Exciting Special Worship Services coming in March! 
  
While Pastor Jane is away leading a trip to the Holy Land, some very special worship 
opportunities will be provided here at SLOUMC.  On Sunday, March 21, leaders of the 
ever-growing "Get on the Bus" ministry (bringing together children and their parents 
presently incarcerated at CMC) will share how it has and continues to make such a 
remarkable impact and on so many.  On Sunday, March 29 (Palm Sunday), the Rev. 
John Fanestil, a UMC pastor and author currently residing in San Diego, will be on 
hand to preach.  John has recently written an astonishingly powerful book enti-
tled  Mrs. Hunter's Happy Death:  Lessons on Living from People Preparing to Die, and 
he will be on hand to talk about the book as well. 
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Membership Classes and Joining Church… 
The second membership class, covering the topics of spiritual life and involvement in the 
life of the church, will be held on Sunday March 7 from 10:15 to 11:45 in the Conference 
Room.  Drop ins are most welcome!  New members will join on the following Sunday, 
March 14. 

   The walls and halls of SLOUMC will be filled with artwork rep-
resenting creative efforts of central coast artists. This year’s 
theme is Divine Inspiration.  Opening night is Friday, March 19 
from 6-9PM. A highlight of Opening Night will be when Joe 
Timmons, Chairman of the Beacon Art Show Committee, an-
nounces the jury’s awards: a purchase prize for a piece of art-
work that will enhance SLOUMC, plus six merit awards - one 
each at $300, $250, $150, and three at $100.  
 
   All are invited to attend Opening Night and enjoy a celebration 
of creativity and “Divine Inspiration.”  Enjoy refreshments gener-
ously donated by Phoenix Fine Catering (thank you to Jackie and 

Michael Yeager!).  There will be great music by Blues Sky Smooth Jazz Duo featuring Mike 
Thibault on guitar and Brad Lusk on the vibes. Following Opening Night, the art exhibit 
runs through May 9, 2010. Open hours for viewing by the public with docent guides will be 
from 11am to 4pm, Thursday through Sunday. If you would like to be a docent for the art 
exhibit, please sign the “You Can Count On Me Sheet” and we will contact you. 
 
   Special events are planned during the show.  You and your friends and family are encour-
aged to attend and support our local artists. 
• Preschool Children’s Art Show and Wall Painting will be ongoing.  Preschoolers from the 

United Methodist Children’s Center will paint a concrete wall (middle level parking area) 
in addition to Their art exhibit that is part of Beacon Art Show 3. 

• March 26-27, the SLO Quilters, Inc. comprised of more than 150 members, will display 
approximately fifty hand and machine made quilts in a variety of sizes and styles.  
http://www.sloquilters.org/index.html 

• April 18, Gordon Fuglie who has been active as an art curator, writer and exhibition ju-
ror in California since 1981 and writes on religion and art for Image Journal, will pre-
sent a lecture on contemporary religious art at 2PM. 

• April 25 at 1pm, Join poet Glenna Luschei and Pastor Jane Voigts for a workshop using 
the art exhibit as inspiration for creating a poem or a psalm. 

 

 
 

The Beacon Art Show is totally self-funded with entry fees and donations. All income 
from this show is used for either awards or expenses. SLOUMC and volunteer organiz-

ers receive no profit from the show and SLOUMC takes no commissions on sales. 



Trustees Corner 

Page 5 March 2010 

Youth Group 
   The month of February has been a busy one for the junior high youth group. We partici-
pated in the nationwide Souper Bowl of Caring Fundraiser and raised $285 for the Red Cross 
of San Luis Obispo County. We continued our fund raising efforts by holding "stock sales" to 
support our youth that will take part in the Sierra Service Project this summer. Toward the 
end of the month we enjoyed exploring the tide pools at Shell Beach with the Grethers. We 
are lucky to have such a supportive church family! 
 
   Upcoming activities for the month of March include a day at the park, a St. Patrick's Day 
celebration, producing and filming a video and a "Super UMYF" meeting at Camp Arroyo 
Grande with other junior high youth groups from Los Osos, Lompoc, Santa Maria, Atasca-
dero, Morro Bay, and Arroyo Grande. 
 
   We are still in need of adult members of the congregation to serve as mentors. These indi-
viduals will take turns attending our Sunday afternoon activities as well as participate with 
the youth in volunteer opportunities. If you are interested please contact Jaleen Waller at 
(530) 559-4196. 

March 2010 

   The Board of Trustees of San Luis Obispo United Methodist Church welcomes Russell 
Davidson, V. Holland, Chris Manning, and Dave Rau as its new members!  They join Carol 
Hutchison, John Burdett, John Long, and me who are all continuing members.  We are ex-
tremely grateful to Bob Leff, Bob Schumann, and John St. John for their recently completed 
service as trustees. 
    
   Among the facility needs that are currently receiving our attention are routine mainte-
nance of interior and exterior lighting, landscape care (including seasonal pruning in the 
Rose Garden), and maintenance on our bell.  A wood craftsman is completing a partial 
screen that is designed to enhance the appearance of the organ loft.  With luck, it may be in 
place before you read this.  As you notice needed repairs or improvements around the 
church, please tell a trustee.  For example, what do you think is needed in terms of exterior 
signage on the church campus?  We welcome your ideas.    
    
   The trustees meet at 6 p.m. on the first Tuesday of most months.  The meetings are open 
to all.  The minutes of recent trustee meetings are available in the church office. 
    
   Finally, I want to recognize our two custodians, Ernie Lawrence and Dave Rau, for the out-
standing job they do for the church.  Their initiative takes them way beyond the normal ex-
pectations for their position.  For example, they recently repainted the walls in the Terrace 
Room and did a major clean-up and organization in the church’s “garage.”  That’s what we 
call the Mechanical Room downstairs which actually does serve as a garage for our parking 
lot shuttle.  Like most garages, it had a tendency to collect clutter.  Dave and Ernie usually 
attend the 11 a.m. service.  I invite you to look for them and express your appreciation.      
                                                            ~  John Phillips 

39ers will meet March 19th at 5:00 pm in the Wesley Building for a Potluck Dinner and  
Fellowship. This group welcomes anyone interested in a time of visiting and  

good food. Call 544-6409 for further details.  



Attendance Jan. / Feb.  
 

Jan 24—197 
Jan. 31—185 
Feb 7—181 

Feb. 14—151 
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Following months                                  
Messenger  
deadlines 
• May - Apr 19 

• June - May 17 

• July - June 15 

March Birthdays 
Jeff Bower                       3/3  
Prudy Lovtang           3/4 
Virginia Rodgers             3/4 
Doug Kramer                  3/5  
Allison Dierks                 3/7  
Sue Bonitz                       3/8  
Pamela Clark                   3/9  
Joe Sabol                       3/12  
Eleanor Johnston-Carter  
                                      3/13  
Steve Johnson               3/14  
Carolyn Park                 3/16  
Judy Cota                      3/17  
Lorene Sodeman            3/17  
Roger Frederickson       3/18  
Beth Mott                       3/20  
Joshua Compton           3/21  
Richard King                 3/23  
Abigail Howe                 3/23  
Dave Niebuhr                3/25  
Brian Phillips                 3/27  
Barbara Wilder              3/27  
Cathy Manning              3/28  
Ethan Richardson          3/30  
John Hutchison             3/31  
Joyce Timmons             3/31 
  

We will gather for “God Talk” on Thursday, March 11th at 
10:30 a.m. in the home of Sarah Bower.  Please join us  
for scones, stimulating conversation, and prayer. For  

additional information please call the church office or  
Sarah Bower at 543-9135. 

March 
 Anniversaries 

David and Ann Grady    3/18 
Chris and Liz Cofer       3/24 

Women's Retreat 
Save the date: April 23 & 24  

Contact Helen Slusher or  
Mary Whiteford for  
more information. 

Thanks and have a Lovely day!                                                                                      
—Mary  

 The Lunch Bunch Book Club will convene on 
Friday, March 26 at 1:00 PM in the narthex. We will be 

discussing Enrique’s Journey by Sonia Nazario. Based on 
the Los Angeles Times newspaper series that won two 

Pulitizer Prizes, this astonishing story recounts the un-
forgettable odyssey of a Honduran boy who braves uni-
maginable hardship and peril to find his mother in the 
United States. For more information or a copy of the 

book, contact Sarah Bower at slosarahb@sbcglobal.net or 
call the church office (543-7580).     

In Memorium 
 

Sharyn Woods 
Feb. 16, 2010 

 

The Friends of the  
Library Sale  

        March 4 -6:00-9:00p.m  
           Members Sale 
        March 5 10:00-5:00 p.m.  
           General Public 
        March 6, 9:00,2:00 p.m.   
           General Public 

 
Veterans Memorial Building  

801 Grand Ave., San Luis 
Obispo, CA, 93403  

781-4416 

Keep your ears up for  
information regarding the  
Sustainability Class 
coming April on Mondays. 
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Widow to Widow Fellowship 

   We at UMCC are grateful for a very successful Rummage Sale run by two wonderful young 
Moms with an excellent supportive committee behind them, including Helma Smulders and 
Linda Arevalo from SLOUMC.  Thank you to the Bake Sale Team for providing refreshments 
for the church on Sunday, February 8th.  We appreciate the use of the MAC and for our friendly 
church community.  We loved your rummage!  Enough money was raised to send our staff to 
the CAEYC Conference in Long Beach.  This event is educational, enriching and loads of fun.  
The ideas and knowledge we bring back from conference are a real benefit to our children. 
 
   The UMCC Committee made up of church members, parent representatives, a teacher repre-
sentative, Martha and Claire, happily welcomes John Long, our new Trustees representative.  
We enjoy working together. 
 
   All of you are invited to our famous UMCC Carnival on Saturday, May 1st from 11 am to 2 
pm.  We will fill the lower parking lot with game booths, a barbecue lunch, confetti eggs, cot-
ton candy and a home town auction.  Please let Martha or Claire know if you would like to be 
an Apron Lady.  This coveted position involves strolling around the parking lot inviting little 
ones to search your pockets for a prize.  Alice Starkie made us this apron some years ago and 
it is now a cherished tradition. 
 
   We welcome our Read Across America volunteers, thank you to Jill Sabol.  Come visit us 
anytime.   
                                                                                                ~ Claire Grether & Martha Chivens 

   Widow to Widow Fellowship will meet Saturday, March 13th from 10:00 to 12:00 in the Ter-
race Room. We will have a speaker from McBride's Plumbing talking about emergency situa-
tions in our homes.  It is nice to know where the turn off valves are located and what tools we 
should be able to locate quickly and when it is a real emergency and can't wait until Mon-
day.  Any questions, please call Jan Wilson at 544-1609. 

Sierra Service Project 
   This year our SSP adventure will take us to two locations.  The Senior High group will go to 
Loleta on the California coast near Eureka.  The Junior High will be going to Indian Valley, in 
the low Sierras northeast of Chico, California.  Both groups will leave the weekend of June 26 
and return a week later.  This year the Lutheran youth group will join us along with returning 
youth from the Presbyterian church. 
   Our youth will once again be selling stock to support both trips.  As we have a very large 
group this year and several youth cannot afford the $310 tuition, your donations will be very 
much appreciated.  THANK YOU IN ADVANCE!  Your generosity really helps in makeing this 
trip possible. 
   If you'd like more information about this year's trip, or just information about the Sierra 
Service Project in general, please call me at  773-4534.  Thanks for listening, Rick Grether 



 MoMENtum 2010 Men's Retreat   
   Men of all ages are invited to join the men of SLO United Methodist Church for journeys 
in: Worship, Fellowship, Spiritual Growth, and Service on the weekend of March 5th through 
March 7th at Camp Ocean Pines in Cambria.  Our primary goal is to enjoy getting to know one 
another and to establish a sustainable path in spiritual growth.  This weekend will give us an 
opportunity to continue to build the foundation of a men's ministry which can grow for the 
months and years to come.  Please consider attending this third annual expedition.  The cost 
for lodging, meals and materials is $125 per person.  Financial aid is available.  In order to re-
serve camp space, please register as soon as possible!  Sign up sheets are available in the Nar-
thex and the church office or for more information contact Mike Hicks 
at MandDHicks@aol.com. 

This month the Messenger is debuting a new column, the "Choral Corner." Here you will find 
information about our church choir, and church music in general. This month, I would like to 
share some thoughts about singing that were provided by Jackie Kreitzer, professor of voice 
at Cal Poly. 
 
Benefits of Singing 
 
Singing fortifies the health, widens culture, refines the intelligence, enriches the imagination, 
makes for happiness, and endows life with an added zest. 
 
Singing, an athletic event, is healthful: it develops the lungs and purifies the blood by empty-
ing more completely the lungs of unused air and filling them deeply with fresh air. 
  
Singing promotes good posture and graceful carriage. 
  
Singing lends expressiveness to the countenance and animation to the mind. 
  
Singing, through difficulties overcome, develops character and increases poise and self-
confidence. 
  
Singing strengthens the memory and self-discipline, as well as the power of moment-by-
moment concentration. 
  
Singing gives a pleasanter, richer speaking voice and improved speech, thereby adding to the 
charm of personality. 
  
Singing acquaints one with the inner meaning of words, and thus stimulates deeper insight 
into poetry and prose. 
  
Singing teaches us to use the whole brain (right brain - music, and left brain - language) so as 
to create the meaning of language and music simultaneously. 
 
More to come next month. Happy singing!                                                         —Paul Woodring 

Choral Corner 

United Methodist Women will meet March 18th at 10:30am in the Wesley Building 
for Program and Luncheon. The speaker will be Terry Kurczewski, Director of the San Luis 
Child Development Center. Devotions will be given by Evelyn Baird. Any woman of the church 
is welcome to this time of information and fellowship and also to the following small groups. 
    The Quilters meet in the Terrace Room Wednesdays, 9:30am. Call 544-6400.  
    Grace Circle will meet at 2pm March 23rd. Call 543-6859 for further information. 
    Martha Circle will meet at 9:30am March 25th. Call 544-6409 for details. 



CHOIR NEEDS VOICES! 
  

Have you noticed lately that the Chancel Choir ladies are 
just about outnumbered by our fabulous singing 
men?   We have only 4 or 5 altos and sopranos so we 
really need more women to join the choir.   If you have 
been thinking it would be fun to warm up the old vocal 
chords again - or even try choir for the first time - please 
come join us on Wednesday nights at 7:00 in the music 
room!    Paul Woodring is a delight to sing for in that he 
wants us to sing well for the congregation and teaches 
excellent techniques for choir and so works us hard for 
an 90 minutes, but we still have time to giggle and eat 
cookies afterwards.  All men are welcome as well.   We 
have plenty of robes and music!   Join us! 

Mon. 3/1 Genesis 37-39 
Tues. 3/2 Genesis 40-42 
Wed. 3/3 Genesis 43-46 
Thurs. 3/4 Genesis 47-50 
Fri. 3/5 Exodus 1-3 
Sat. 3/6 Exodus 3-6 
Sun. 3/7 Exodus 7-9 
Mon. 3/8 Exodus 10-12 
Tues. 3/9 Exodus 13-15 
Wed. 3/10 Exodus 16-18 
Thurs. 3/11 Exodus 19-21 
Fri. 3/12 Exodus 22-24 
Sat. 3/13 Exodus 25-27 
Sun. 3/14 Exodus 28-30 
  
Mon. 3/15 Exodus 31-33 
Tues. 3/16 Exodus 34-36 
Wed. 3/17 Exodus 37-40 

Thurs. 3/18 Leviticus 1-3 
Fri. 3/19 Leviticus 4-6 
Sat. 3/20 Leviticus 7-9 
Sun. 3/21 Leviticus 10-12 
Mon. 3/22 Leviticus 13-15 
Tues. 3/23 Leviticus 16-18 
Wed. 3/24 Leviticus 19-21 
Thurs. 3/25 Leviticus 22-24 
Fri. 3/26 Leviticus 25-27 
Sat. 3/27 Numbers 1-3 
Sun. 3/28 Numbers 4-6 
Mon. 3/29 Numbers 7-9 
Tues. 3/30 Numbers 10-12 
Wed. 3/31 Numbers 13-15 
Thurs. 4/1 Numbers 16-18 
Fri. 4/2 Numbers 19-21 
Sat. 4/3 Numbers 22-24 
Sun. 4/4 Numbers 25-27  

Happy “Searching”! 
 

Be a part of our daily discussion by joining the Facebook group at  
“SLOUMC Bible Project” 

 
 Join us for weekly “live” discussions on Thursday nights, too 

Face to Face Gathering 
7pm-8:30pm in the Wesley Building 

Join us for face to face conversation about the scriptures we are reading for the 
SLOUMC Bible Project. We’ll provide the coffee, bring a snack to share.  

SLOUMC Bible Project   
 

 Daily Readings for the Season of Lent 

KUMJOINUS  
REVISITED........ 

     
WHAT---POTLUCK DINNER AND  

SOCIALIZING 
 (BRING A DISH TO SHARE AND  

TABLE SERVICE) 
 

WHERE---WESLEY BUILDING… 
ELEVATOR WILL BE OPEN     

     
WHEN---SATURDAY, MARCH 6 

6:00 PM 
 

    WHO---ANYONE INTERESTED 
     

QUESTIONS????? 
CALL 544-6409 OR 543-5919   



Children's Ministries 

 
During this Lenten season our sanctuary is draped in the color purple which " speaks " a symbolic language even 
non-reading preschoolers can understand. Our Sunday School children have been told that the church uses the 
color purple to remind us that we are entering a time of preparation before a great feast of Love.  Lent is a part of 
our spiritual journey as we cycle through the church year, walking through the continuum of falling in love, stay-
ing in love, growing in love with Jesus.   Writer Gertrude Mueller Nelson remembers curious words Vacere Deo 
hanging in the kitchen over the sink each Lenten season when she was a young child.  She recalls being told the 
words meant " to vacate-  to empty oneself-for God".  Lent is an invitation to open to a spring-pruning and spring 
cleaning of the soul...an invitation to trust that in emptying our lives of all but what is most essential we actually 
cultivate a space where Love can break through with new life.  
 
Lent is a wonderful time to observe and reflect on the benefits of pruning in the natural world. Why do good gar-
deners engage in the practice of "emptying" their fruit trees of a number of branches each year?  Are there " 
branches" that might need pruning in our own lives or within our families that could help prepare the way for new 
growth and renewal? 
 
YOU ARE INVITED...families all shapes and sizes! 
 
SLOUMC Children's Ministries is excited about about introducingthe Raising Micah program introduced last year 
by visiting pastor Rev. Chamie Delkescamp. (  Please check their wonderful website @ wwwraisingmicah.org ). 
 

Micah was the Old Testament prophet who told his people that God desires three things of us...to do justice, 
love kindness and walk humbly with our God.  Maybe the best way to change the world is to raise children who 
do just that. 
 
Each month, Raising Micah features an online essay and activities that help families grapple with living a jus-
tice oriented, compassionate lifestyle.  The essays and activities are two ways for families to think beyond the 
box and live, perhaps in a more intentional life. 
  

Participating in Raising Micah can be started at any time.  The door will always be open for you and your family. 
 
 Beginning March 1, 2010 you are invited to... 
 
   -  Read the monthly essay online    
 
  -  Discuss the essay with other adults at a monthly meeting 
    ( Sunday March 21, 10:15 Sunday School room 2, child care provided ) 
 
  -  Live the monthly essays with your family - both at home and in the community        
     with other families. 
 
In the midst of school and daily routines I invite you to take some moments in the deserts of this lenten season 
and drink in a few of the wonderful Raising Micah essays and come  join us March 21 for fellowship and discus-
sion! 
 
Blessings always! Melanie Statom  



Homeless Sheltering 
 

 During the month of June 2010, the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship (UUF) will be housing the ICH 
Homeless Shelter Overflow project at their facility on Parker Street.  SLO UMC shares the month of June with UUF 
and this year we will be hosting at their facility for the first half of the month, June 1 through June 15.  The 
Overflow Project shelters single women and families.  This will be the thirteenth year of our participation in this 
outreach service, but due to our space crunch we did not participate in 2003 through 2007. 

 

 Each night we will need two volunteer hosts (to be present from 7:00 PM in the evening to 7:30 AM in the 
morning), and one or more evening friends to help out from 7:15 PM until about 9:30 PM in the evening.  Both 
hosts are on duty from 7:00 PM until about 10:00 PM, and then take turns sleeping for 4 hours until 6:00 AM the 
following morning.  New hosts will be paired with experienced hosts if possible. 

 

 Please sign up on the sheltering calendar that will be posted in the Narthex during the months of April 
and May.  I will start filling the calendar from outside our church on Wednesday, May 26, so please sign up early. 

 

 I am also looking for two additional people to help out with evening coordination and supervision.  Coor-
dinators open the building at 7:00 PM and usually stay until the clients have gone to bed at around 9:30 PM. Co-
ordinators also perform any orientation needed by the hosts for that evening.  For further information, please 
contact John Burdett (H: 544-7302, W: 756-2593), Email: jburdett@calpoly.edu. 

 

World Day of Prayer 
March 5,2010 

St. Steven’s Episcopal Church  
3144 Nipomo St., San Luis Obispo, CA  

Potluck salad lunch to follow the program 
    
   On Friday, March 5, 2010 the women of Cameroon invite is to the country described as 
“Africa in Miniature” because of its many plants and animals unique to the African continent.  
Though modest in size, Cameroon is striking in its variety of landscapes, climates, natural re-
sources and ethnic groups.  The economy is supported by agriculture, with coffee and cocoa 
in abundance.  Cotton farming employs more 6that 70 percent of the population.  
 
   The women of Cameroon encourage us to boldly go forth in our worship through song and 
spirit and “Let Everything That Has Breath Praise GOD”. They ask that we enter into the theme 
right away with an opening procession filled with vibrant music and movement.  They ask us 
to forego any hesitations, shyness or reservations that might hold us back form expressing 
praise.  They remind. 
0 us that with every breath we renew the gift of life, and for this we praise God.  
 
   For further information or questions call Shirley Somogyi at 543-1861. 
  



We’re on the web 

www.sloumc.com  
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Paul Woodring in Concert on May 16 

Our very own Paul will be giving a pipe organ recital on the Forbes organ at the 
Performing Arts Center in May.   The choir would like to go as a group to sup-
port Paul on this beautiful afternoon at 3:00 and if there are enough of us, we 
can obtain discounted tickets.  They will be at least $21 for the best seats but 
probably less.  So - put it on your calendar and Prudy Lovtang will have a sign-
up sheet out in the narthex in April so we can get great seats together!    We 
will probably open this up to Mt. Carmel Lutheran since he is "theirs" too.    
 


